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Constitution

The Senate Constitution describes the following ar eas of j urisdiction for the Senate:

Bylaws

1. The Senate has t he authority to act on behalf of the fa culty in establishing university-wide degree

Faculty Handbook

require ments.

Meeting Dates

2. The Senate r ecommends policies to the pr esident of the university which become official
university policy unless t he pr esident disapproves in w riting wit hin thirty days on the following

Senate Structure

matters: aca demic treedom, tr ee speech and assembly, st udent academic standar ds and
performance, definition of academic titles and criteria for ranks, standards for academic stand ing of

Senate Membership Roster 2020/2021

students, and curriculum matters involving more than o ne co llege.
Faculty Senate Members By College
3. The Senate is aut horized to review and make recommendations o n any ot her academic matters
Senate Committees

or any matter affecting the academic environment, inclu ding institut ional plans and priorit ies, the

Motions Passed

allocat ion of the university's financial resources, aca demic organization, the library, honorary

Senate Minutes

and assessment of academic outcomes.

degrees, admissions policies and standards, establishment and elimination of academic programs,

Documents

4. The Senate participates in processes leading to t he appointment of academic and administrative
officers including the president and vice pr esidents.

Senate History

Additional responsibilit ies appear in the .6.Y.laws.
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Article I: Purpose
Section 1. Purpose. The pur pose of t he University of Maine Faculty Senate is to repr esent the faculty
of t he University of Maine in the developm ent of University policies as described in this Constitution.

Senate Minutes
Article II: Aut hority
Documents
Section 1. Aut hor ity of the Boar d. The Board of Tr ustees is the legal governing body of the University
Senate History

and not hing w ithin the Const itution shall be constr ued as granting to the facu lty or to the Univer sity
of Maine Faculty Senate the authority to act outside the policies of the Board of Tr ustees.
Section 2. Collect ive bargaining. Not hing w ithin the Const itution shall be constr ued as granting to
the faculty or to the University of Maine Faculty Senate the authority to act in ways that ar e
inconsistent with any co llective bargaining agreement.
Section 3. Degree Requirements. The r esponsibility for t he deter m ination of the r equirements which
stu dents m ust meet to be eligible for a degree rests with the fa culty of the University of Maine.
(Boar d of Tr ust ees of the University of Maine Syst em, Policy and Procedures Manual, Section 303.1,
"Degree Requirements".)
Section 4. Delegation to the Senate. The University of Maine Faculty Senate is delegated by t he
facu lty the authority to act in its behalf in ways specified in this Const itution.
Section S. Approval of the Chancellor. This Constitution has been approved by t he Chancellor of the
University of Maine System pursuant to Board of Tr ustees' Policies.
Article Ill: Jurisdiction
Section 1. Degree r equirements. Subj ect to other provisions of this Constitution, the Senate shall

have the aut hor ity to act in behalt ot the taculty in establishing University-w ide degree
require ments.
Section 2. Establishment of policy. In the following matters a r ecommendation of the Faculty Senate
shall become University policy except when disapproved by the President of the University in a
wr itten r esponse to the Senate within thirty days from the dat e o n which such a r ecommendation is
transmitt ed to t he Pr esident: academic freedom, free speech and assembly policies, student
academic stan dar ds and perfo rm an ce, the defin ition of academic titles and general criter ia for
ranks, standards for actions on the academ ic standing of students, and curriculum matters involving
two or more co lleges.
Section 3. Review and r ecommendation. The Senate shall have the authority to rev iew an d make
reco mmendations regard ing all ot her academic matters not specified in Sect ion 2, above, or any
matter affecting the academic environm ent includ ing such matters as institut ional plans and
priorities, the allocation of the University's fin ancial r esources, academic organizat ion, the library,
the awarding of honorary degrees, adm issions' policies and standards, the establishment and
elim ination of academic programs, and the assessment of aca demic outcomes.
Section 4. Resolution of d isagree ments. In r egard to r ecommendations disapproved by the
Pr esident of the University of Maine under the provisions of Section 2 above, good fa ith effort shall
be made by all parti es to resolve any d isagree ments.
Section 5. Res ponse of the Pr esident. The President of the University of Maine shall info rm the
Faculty Senate routinely of the disposition of its reco mmendat ions.
Section 6. Reservat ion of author ity to the colleges. The individual co lleges shall have the authority to
establish degree require ments for the degrees offer ed by the colleges and the Faculty Senate shall
have the aut hor ity to establish degr ee requir ements for the Bachelor of Arts degree . For p urposes
of t his paragraph, the Graduate Faculty shall have the standing of a college facu lty.
Section 7. Reservat ion of author ity to fa culty member s. Nothing in this Constitution shall be
constr ued to deprive individual faculty members of any author ity they otherw ise have under any
collective bargaining agree ment or Board of Trustees' policies.
Section 8. Participation in appointment processes. The fa culty shall part icipat e in processes leading
to the appoint ment of academic and administ rative officers inclu ding the President and the Vice
Presidents.
Section 9. Evaluation of University of Maine administrators. The Faculty Senate, act ing t hro ugh the
Executive Committee chaired by the Pr esident of Faculty Senate, shall conduct faculty evaluat ions of
UMaine administ rators, in consultation w ith the Pr esident of the University.

Art icle IV: Membership
Section 1. Facu lty members.
The facu lty members of the University of Maine shall elect faculty Senators as follows:

A.

Eligibility.

1. Only full-time faculty of t he University of Maine are eligible to serve on the Facu lty Senate.
B. Apportionment.
1. Each college shall have at least fo ur Senators except colleges with fewer than 10 facu lty, which
shall have two Senators. Faculty senators w ill be distributed across t he colleges so that one Senator
will be elected for each t en fu ll t im e faculty members, ro unded upward. The Maine Business School
and the Honors College are her eby for mally recognized as colleges.
2. For purposes of apport ionment, fu ll-t im e members of each co llege shall be designat ed by the
dean of that college. The criteria used will be subject to approval of t he Senat e. Each Febr uary, (he
deans of var ious co lleges shall send t he Senate Secretary a list of full-time facu lty. Using t he above
rules, the Secretary, subj ect to the approval of (he Executive Committee of the Senate, shall
deter m ine the number of fa culty r epr esentat ives to the Senat e to wh ich each college is entitled and
shall so infor m the deans. Departmental chairpersons shall be eligible for election as fa culty
Senators.

3. The Cooperative Ext ension fac ulty, w ho are not repr esented as part of a college, shall be
represented by two Senators.
4. In the event of changes in t he com position of colleges or d istribut ion of fa cu lty across co lleges,
the Executive Committee of the Senate shall fo -mulate a plan to phase in the adj ust m ents to
apportionm ent of Senators r esulting from such changes. Such a plan m ust include t he provision
that elected Senators shall have the option to com plete their ter m even if the result ing number of
total Senators is temporarily greater than forty.

C. Tim e an d manner of election.
1. Each college shall elect its Senator during t he spring semester of each academ ic year. Voting shall
be by secret ballot and at least two faculty members shall be nom inated for each vaca ncy a co llege
has on t he Senat e.
2. A special elect ion conducted by the applicable college at a fa culty meet ing or through a paper
mail ballot or through electronic vote w her eby only one vote per faculty member is reasonably
ensured shall be held to fi ll an unexpired vaca nt position o n the Facu lty Senat e. The President of
the Faculty Senate shall d eclar e a posit ion vacant if, in consultation wit h the faculty Senator, the
Pr esident deter m ines that the Senator is unable to continue to fulfill his/her r esponsibilities.
Senators have the r esponsibility to inform the Senate President of any circum stances that may
preclude their continued participation in Senate act ivities.
3. In order to be eligible to serve on the Senate, a facu lty member m ust have tenure stat us or have
been a member of t he fac ulty of the University of Maine for at least two years.
D. Term of office.
1. The term of office of a Senator shall be three years, beginning July 1 fo llowing elect ion, serving for
not more than two successive ter ms.

2. If a college is represented by more than two Senators, t he ir term of office shall be fixed so that
approximately one third of the Senators shall l:e elected each year.
Section 2. President. The President of the University of Maine shall be a non-voting m em ber of the
Senate.
Section 3. Adm inistrative m embers. Ad ministration m em bership o n the Senate shall consist of Lhe
following persons: Vice President for Academ ic Affa irs & Provost, Vice President for Researc h, and
one elect ed representative of the Deans' Council.
Section 4. Undergraduate st udent mem bers. There shall be two undergraduate student m em bers
selected by the St udent Government.
Section 5. Graduate student member. Ther e shall be one graduate st udent mem ber selected by t he
Assoc iation of Graduate Students.
Section 6. Un-represent ed groups may request liaison stat us w ith the Facu lty Senat e. If t he request
is approved by the Senate, the group will select its representative to attend fu ll Senate meetings.
The Li aison w ill serve w ith voice but no vote.
Art icle V: Offi cers

Section 1. Officers. At a meeting in April of each year, the Senat e shall elect, from among the
facu lty members, the following t hr ee officers fo r a term of one year: President, Vice Pr esident, and
Secretary. Any tenure-track or cont inuing appointment faculty member, w ho has been on the
Univers ity of Maine facu lty for at least two years, is eligible for election to these offices. Newly
elect ed officers shall begin their duties on July 1 following their election.
Section 2. Succession of officers. The Pr esident and Vice President m ay not serve m or e than two
consecut ive ter ms in the sam e office.
Section 3. Parliamentarian. The Pr esident shall select a Par liamentarian.
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the Senate.

Article VI: Meetings
Section 1. Regular meet ings. The Senate shall hold r egular monthly m eetings during the academic
yea r at a time and place which it shall determ ine.
Section 2. Special meetings. Special meetings of t he Senate may be ca lled by the President of The
University of Maine, by t he Pr esident, or by t he Secretary on r equest of any ten m embers of the
Senate, provided all mem bers have been notified at least 24 hours in adva nce of the time and date
of t he special meeting.
Section 3. Special separate meetings. Nothing in this Constitution shall pr eclude the ca lling of special
separate meetings of the adm inistrative members or of the facult y mem bers or of the student
mem bers of the Senat e. Such meet ings may be ca lled by the President of the Universit y of Maine, by
the President of the Faculty Senate, by the Pr esident of the General Student Senat e, or by the
Secr etary on the r equest of any t en fa culty m embers, provided all members have been notified at
least seven days in adva nce.
Section 4. Agenda. The com plete agenda for each regular m eeting of the Senate shall be established
by the Agenda Committee which shall consist of t he Pr esident, the Vice Pr esident, and the Secretary.
Parti cularly it shall designate t hose proposals which ar e to be consider ed by the Senate under new
business.

A. Subm ission of proposals. Any member of the Senate m ay subm it pro posals, in w riting, to the
Agenda Commit tee. The Agenda Committee shall have the authority to request additional clarifying
or supporting mater ial concern ing each proposal befor e it is placed on the agenda. However, the
comm ittee m ay not withhold a proposal from the agenda for mor e than thirty days, except by
consent of the proposer .

B. Dist ribution of agenda. The Secr etary shall dist ribute the agenda at least 72 hours pr ior to e.?ch
regular m eeting.

C. Referral or automat ic postponement of non-agenda proposals. Except in an emergency, as
deter m ined by a two thirds vote of the m embers present, any pro posal introd uced
under new business which does not appear on t he agenda shall either be refer red to an appro priate
comm ittee or automatica lly postponed until the following meet ing.
Section 5. Parliamentary author ity. Robert's Rules of Order, as most r ecently r evised, shall govern
meetings of t he Senat e, except in cases w her e such r ul es ar e inconsistent wit h this Constitution.
Section 6. Substitute members. A m ember who m ust be absent from any m eeting of the Senat e
shall name an alt ernate from the same co llege or adm inistrative office to attend and to exercise all
privileges and powers of t he r egular member .
Section 7 . Quor um.

A. A q uor um of the Senate shall consist of a m ajor ity of its members.
B. Roll ca ll vote. A roll call vot e on any m ot ion ca n be demanded by one fo urt h of the present and
voting mem bers of t he Senate if a q uorum is present.
Section 8. Attendance of non-members.

A. Adm inistration and facu lty non-mem bers. Any member of the adm inistration or facult y may
attend m eetings of t he Senat e. Such a visitor may speak but not vote.
B. Invit ed participants. The President of the Un versit y of Maine or the President of the Senate may
invite anyone to participate in the discussions of the Senat e.
Section 9. Distr ibution of m inutes. The Secretary shall keep t he m inutes of the Senate and distr bute
them to all of the m embers of the Senat e as well as to the facu lties of the participating colleges and
Cooperative Extension at least seven days prior to the next r egular meeting. Posting t he minutes on
the Facult y Senate web site shall constit ute such a distr ibution.

Article VII: Committees
Section 1. Standing comm ittees. The Senate may create standing comm ittees as provided in its
Bylaws. Such standing committees shall r eport to t he Senate in writing at least once each academic
yea r.
Section 2. The Com mittee on Committees. Except for the Committee on Com m ittees, in co nsultation
with t he appointed Chair, the Senate Pr esident will appoint the mem bers of each standing
comm ittee. In appoint ing members, the Senate President will consider the need to balance
membership co ntinuity with new members in a given yea r. Committ ee m embership is for one year,
with t he possibility of r eappoint ment. The Comm ittee on Committ ees, elected by the Senate, w II
consist of one facu lty Senat e mem ber from each co llege, one facu lty Senate mem ber from the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension and the Graduate St udent Association Repr esentat ive to
the faculty Senate. The Committee on Committees shall, at the r equest of the University Pr esident
or designee, r ecommend faculty members to stand ing and ad hoc adm inistrative comm ittees or
shall provide a list to the President or designee of facu lty m em bers who have agreed to serve on a
specific co mmittee.
Section 3. Ad hoc co mmittees. The Senate may create ad hoc comm ittees to address specific short
ter m issues as deemed appropriate and expedient at t he time. Such ad hoc comm ittees will report
to the Senate at appropriate intervals and in writing at the conclusion of t heir charge. Such ad hoc
comm ittees w ill d isband at the conclusion of their charge.
Section 4. Appointment of comm ittee members. The President of the Senate shall appoint
facu lty members to comm ittees except in those instances in which the bylaws specify election of
comm ittee members from the faculties of t he individual colleges.
Article VIII: Disposition of Recommendations
Section 1. Veto by colleges. Any aca dem ic policy recommendation by the Senate may be vetoed by a
maj or ity o f t he colleges. voting i n t h eir separat e college m eet ings, or by a paper mail ball ot o f t he

college or by elect ronic voting that reasonably ensures only one vot e per faculty mem ber if a regular
college meeting ca nnot be scheduled during the tim e lim it allowed for a veto. Each college shall
deter m ine which r ecommendations of the Senate are subject to its veto, and shall exercise its right
of veto by the 45th day (vacations except ed) after t he recommendation has been acted upon by the
Senate.
Section 2. Referendum on veto. The veto of a maj ority of the Senate by a majority of colleges shall
become effective only if it is supported by a maj ority of the facu lties of the colleges voting by paper
mail ballot or by electronic voting that reasonably ensures only one vot e per faculty mem ber. If
paper, ballots shall be mailed by the Secretary to all fa culty members of the colleges within fifteen
days following a veto. The secretary shall count such ballots fi fteen days after mailing them.
Electronic votes shall be counted five days after the elect ronic mailing of the ballot or electronic
notificat ion of the ca ll to vote.
Section 3. Transmittal of r ecommendations. Recomm endations passed by t he Senate shall be
t ransmitt ed to t he Pr esident of t he Univers ity of Maine for the appropriate act ion.
Section 4. Appeal to the Chancellor. In the event that a recommendation of the Senate is not
approved by the President of the University of Maine, or in the event of a serious and prolonged
disagreement between the President of the University of Maine and the Senate on a quest ion of
grave concern to the University of Maine, the Senate, by a majority vot e taken by secret ballot may
authorize the Pr esident of t he Senat e to co mmunicate, in w riting, d irectly wit h the Chancellor in
or der to present its viewpoint. A co py of such a comm unicat ion shall be provided the President of
the University of Maine.
Section 5. Appeal to the Board of Trustee. If, after the procedures outl ined in Section 4, a serious
and prolonged d isagreement exists between the Senate and the Chance llor, the Senat e, by a
maj or ity vote through secret ballot, may authorize the Pr esident of the Senate to com municate
directly in writing w ith the Board of Trustees to present its v iewpoint. A copy of t he com m unication
shall be forwarded to t he Chancellor.

Article IX: Amendment
Section 1. Proposal of the amendment. Any member of the Senate may pro pose an amendment to
the Constitution. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Senate at
least forty-five days prior to t he vote on the proposed amendment. Upon receipt of the proposed
constitutional amendment, the Secretary shall forward it to t he Chairperson of the Committee on
Const itution and Bylaws. The Secretary shall notify the membership of the Senat e in the next
regular meeting print ed agenda t hat such a proposal has been received and forwar ded to the
Committ ee on Constitution and Bylaws. This ccm mitt ee shall r eview the proposed constitut ional
amendment and may make recommendations. The proposed constitutional amend ment and the
action of the Committee on Constit ution and Bylaws shall be d istribut ed by the Secretary to the
membership of the Senate at least fi fteen days prior to the meeting at w hich action is to be ta ken.
Section 2. Adoption of the amendment.
If the proposed amendment r eceived a two-thirds maj ority of the votes cast in t he Senat e, it shall be
submitted to all univer sity faculty members for ratificat ion. The Secretary or t he Secretary's
designee shall conduct a suita ble referendum within fifteen days after publication in the minut es of
the Senate ind icating a favorable action o n the amendment by the Senate. The referendum may be
accomplished using one of the fo llowing methods:
(a) by hard copy mail with t he Secretary counting the votes fiftee n days after the mailing of t he
ballot to all fac ulty members or
(b) by electronic vot e using an electronic announce ment t hat r easonably reaches all faculty
members individually and t hat r easonably ensures that no mor e than one ballot may be cast by any
one faculty member w ith the count ing of votes by the Secretary to occur five days after the
elect ronic mailing of the ballot or after electronic notificat ion of the electronic means of voting.
A two-t hirds majority of the ballots cast in the referendum shall be necessary for adoption of the
amendment. Any challenge based on process that contests a Constitutional amendment vote s1all
be deemed null and void unless transmitted to the Pr esident of the Senat e within fourteen days of
the ballot count.
Amended by Faculty Senate and approved by Section 2 of Article IX:
December 18, 2002
September 23, 2009, Art icle V, Sect ions 1 and 2
May 20, 201 1, Art icle 111 section 6, Article IV sections 1B.2 and 3, Art icle VI sections 4 and 9, Article VIII
sect ions 1 and 2, and Article 9 section 2
March 1, 2017, Article IV
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